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APPENDIX J.  TRANSPORTATION

This appendix provides additional information for readers who wish to gain a better understanding of the
methods and analyses the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) used to determine the
human health impacts of transportation for the Proposed Action and Inventory Modules 1 and 2 discussed
in this environmental impact statement (EIS).  The materials included in Module 1 are the 70,000 metric
tons of heavy metal (MTHM) for the Proposed Action and additional quantities of spent nuclear fuel and
high-level radioactive waste that DOE could dispose of in the repository as part of a reasonably
foreseeable future action.  The materials included in Module 2 include the materials in Module 1 and
other highly radioactive materials.  Appendix A describes materials included in Modules 1 and 2.  This
appendix also provides the information DOE used to estimate traffic fatalities that would be associated
with the long-term maintenance of storage facilities at 72 commercial sites and 5 DOE sites.

The appendix describes the key data and assumptions DOE used in the analyses and the analysis tools and
methods the Department used to estimate impacts of loading operations at 72 commercial and 5 DOE
sites; incident-free transportation by highway, rail and barge; intermodal transfer; and transportation
accidents.  The references listed at the end of this appendix contain additional information.

This appendix presents information on analyses of the impacts of national transportation and on analyses
of the impacts that could occur in Nevada.  Section J.1 presents information on the analysis of
occupational and public health and safety impacts for the transportation of spent nuclear fuel and high-
level radioactive waste from the 77 sites to the repository.  Section J.2 presents information on the
analysis of rail and intermodal transportation alternatives.  Section J.3 presents information on the
analysis of transportation in Nevada.  Section J.4 presents state-specific transportation impacts and maps
of analyzed state-specific transportation routes.

J.1  Methods Used To Estimate Potential Impacts of
Transportation

This section provides information on the methods and data DOE used to estimate impacts from shipping
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste from 72 commercial sites and 5 DOE sites throughout
the United States to the Yucca Mountain Repository.

MOSTLY LEGAL-WEIGHT TRUCK AND MOSTLY RAIL SCENARIOS 

The Department would prefer most shipments to a Yucca Mountain repository be made using rail
transportation.  It also expects that the mostly rail scenario described in this EIS best represents the 
mix of rail and truck transportation that would be used.  However, it cannot be certain of the actual
mix of rail and truck transportation that would occur over the 24 years of the Proposed Action.
Consequently, DOE used the mostly legal-weight truck and mostly rail scenarios as a basis for the
analysis of potential impacts to ensure the analysis addressed the range of possible transportation
impacts.  The estimated number of shipments for the mostly legal-weight truck and mostly rail
scenarios represents the two extremes in the possible mix of transportation modes, thereby covering
the range of potential impacts to human health and safety and to the environment for the
transportation modes DOE could use for the Proposed Action. 

J.1.1  ANALYSIS APPROACH AND METHODS

Three types of impacts could occur to the public and workers from transportation activities associated
with the Proposed Action.  These would be a result of the transportation of spent nuclear fuel and


